Malignant melanoma originating on the female nipple: a case report.
We report a very rare case of malignant melanoma arising on a female nipple. A 42-year-old housewife had suffered from a small dark brown nevus on her left nipple for about thirty years without any changes. Six months before her initial visit it had begun to enlarge and rapidly changed from dark brown to black. A small bleeding ulcer was also present in the center of the lesion. Malignant melanoma rather than mammary Paget's disease was suggested based on its clinical course. Excisional biopsy was performed to differentiate between mammary Paget's disease and malignant melanoma. The histopathological examination revealed malignant melanoma, about 4 mm in thickness. She then underwent wide excision with axillary lymph node dissection. The surgical margin was made in a 3 cm radius around the biopsy site. The excision included nipple, areola, and part of the underlying breast parenchyma, adipose tissue and corresponding superficial layer of fascia. Microscopy showed metastasis in one of 13 axillary lymph nodes. After the operation, the patient received adjuvant DAV-Ferron therapy. In such a case, conserving surgery based on correct diagnosis can achieve a good cosmetic result and optimal tumor control.